
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

Year 5 Religious Education Overview 

Overview 
 

The Year Five Religion curriculum involves four strands:             

Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian Life. 

These strands are interrelated and should be taught in an integrated 

way; and in ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. 

 

Religious Knowledge & Deep Understanding 
 
Using a range of Biblical tools, students investigate how the Gospel writers, 
shaped the Gospels for their particular communities. They learn about the 
action of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers as they engage with a 
variety of Scripture texts. They develop their understanding of Christian 
charity and informed moral choice through examples of people past and 
present. They broaden their understanding of communal prayer including  
the psalms and the Eucharist. They explore the wisdom of the saints, in 
particular St Mary of the Cross Mackillop, for communities of believers.  
They learn about the significance of Marian prayers, including the Rosary 
and Hail Mary. 

Religious Skills 
 

¶ Use the Psalms as a model to create a personal or communal prayer. 

¶ Explore some feature of Gospel texts that provide evidence of how 
writers have shaped their Gospels. 

¶ Investigate and evaluate the usefulness of a range of Biblical tools. 

¶ Explain how the wisdom of the saints (St Mary of the Cross) helps 
people understand about caring for others. 

¶ Make connections between some titles and images of the Holy Spirit 
and the action of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers. 

¶ Identify and describe key parts of the Catholic Rite of Confirmation 

¶ Explain how some titles and images of Mary found in the New 
Testament reveal her role as mother of Jesus and the Church 
community. 

¶ Participate respectfully in meditative prayer including the Rosary and 
mantras. 



  

 
Language Literature Literacy 

 Language Variation and Change 

 

¶ Understand that the pronunciation, spelling and meanings of words 
have histories and change over time (ACELA1500) 
 

Language for Interaction 

 

¶ Understand that patterns of language interaction vary across social 
contexts and types of texts and that they help to signal social roles 
and relationships (ACELA1501)  

¶ Understand how to move beyond making bare assertions and take 
account of differing perspectives and points of view (ACELA1502) 
 

Text Structure and Organisation 

 

¶ Understand how texts vary in purpose, structure and topic as well as 
the degree of formality (ACELA1504) 

¶ Understand that the starting point of a sentence gives prominence to 
the message in the text and allows for prediction of how the text will 
unfold (ACELA1505) 

¶ Understand how the grammatical category of possessives is signalled 
through apostrophes and how to use apostrophes with common and 
proper nouns (ACELA1506)  

¶ Investigate how the organisation of texts into chapters, headings, 
subheadings, home pages and subpages for online texts and 
according to chronology or topic can be used to predict content and 
assist navigation (ACELA1797) 
 

Expressing and Developing Ideas 

 

¶ Understand the difference between main and subordinate clauses 
and that a complex sentence involves at least one subordinate clause 
(ACELA1507) 

¶ Understand how noun groups/phrases and adjective groups/phrases 
can be expanded in a variety of ways to provide a fuller description of 
the person, place, thing or idea (ACELA1508) 

¶ Explain sequences of images in print texts and compare these to the 
ways hyperlinked digital texts are organised, explaining their effect on 
viewersô interpretations (ACELA1511)  

¶ Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of 
meaning, and know that words can have different meanings in 
different contexts (ACELA1512) 
 

Phonics and Word Knowledge 

 

¶ Understand how to use knowledge of known words, base words, 
prefixes and suffixes, word origins, letter patterns and spelling 
generalisations to spell new words (ACELA1513) 

¶ Explore less common plurals, and understand how a suffix changes 
the meaning or grammatical form of a word (ACELA1514)  

¶ Understand how to use phonic knowledge to read and write less 
familiar words that share common letter patterns but have different 
pronunciations (ACELA1829) 
 

Literature and Context 

 

¶ Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details or 
information about particular social, cultural and historical 
contexts (ACELT1608) 
 

Responding to Literature 

 

¶ Present a point of view about particular literary texts using 
appropriate metalanguage, and reflecting on the viewpoints 
of others (ACELT1609)  

¶ Use metalanguage to describe the effects of ideas, text 
structures and language features on particular audiences 
(ACELT1795) 
 

Examining Literature 

 

¶ Recognise that ideas in literary texts can be conveyed from 
different viewpoints, which can lead to different kinds of 
interpretations and responses (ACELT1610)  

¶ Understand, interpret and experiment with sound devices 
and imagery, including simile, metaphor and personification, 
in narratives, shape poetry, songs, anthems and odes 
(ACELT1611) 
 

Creating Literature 

 

¶ Create literary texts using realistic and fantasy settings and 
characters that draw on the worlds represented in texts 
students have experienced (ACELT1612)  

¶ Create literary texts that experiment with structures, ideas 
and stylistic features of selected authors (ACELT1798) 

Texts in Context 

 

¶ Show how ideas and points of view in texts are conveyed through 
the use of vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions, objective 
and subjective language, and that these can change according to 
context (ACELY1698) 
 

Interacting with Others 

 

¶ Clarify understanding of content as it unfolds in formal and 
informal situations, connecting ideas to studentsô own 
experiences and present and justify a point of view (ACELY1699) 

¶ Use interaction skills, for example paraphrasing, questioning and 
interpreting non-verbal cues and choose vocabulary and vocal 
effects appropriate for different audiences and purposes 
(ACELY1796)  

¶ Plan, rehearse and deliver presentations for defined audiences 
and purposes incorporating accurate and sequenced content and 
multimodal elements (ACELY1700) 
 

Interpreting, Analysing, Evaluating 

 

¶ Identify and explain characteristic text structures and language 
features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to 
meet the purpose of the text (ACELY1701) 

¶ Navigate and read texts for specific purposes applying 
appropriate text processing strategies, for example predicting and 
confirming, monitoring meaning, skimming and scanning 
(ACELY1702)  

¶ Use comprehension strategies to analyse information, integrating 
and linking ideas from a variety of print and digital sources 
(ACELY1703) 
 

Creating Texts 

 

¶ Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive 
print and multimodal texts, choosing text structures, language 
features, images and sound appropriate to purpose and audience 
(ACELY1704) 

¶ Re-read and edit studentôs own and othersô work using agreed 
criteria for text structures and language features (ACELY1705) 

¶ Develop a handwriting style that is becoming legible, fluent and 
automatic (ACELY1706)  

¶ Use a range of software including word processing programs with 
fluency to construct, edit and publish written text, and select, edit 
and place visual, print and audio elements (ACELY1707) 
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YEAR 5 ς MATHEMATICS OVERVIEW 
Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability Proficiencies 

Number and Place Value Using Units of Measurement Chance  
Understanding includes making connections between 
representations of numbers, using fractions to represent 
probabilities, comparing and ordering fractions and 
decimals and representing them in various ways, 
describing transformations and identifying line and 
rotational symmetry 
 
Fluency includes choosing appropriate units of 
measurement for calculation of perimeter and area, using 
estimation to check the reasonableness of answers to 
calculations and using instruments to measure angles 
 
Problem Solving includes formulating and solving 
authentic problems using whole numbers and 
measurements and creating financial plans  
 
Reasoning includes investigating strategies to perform 
calculations efficiently, continuing patterns involving 
fractions and decimals, interpreting results of chance 
experiments,  posing appropriate questions for data 
investigations and interpreting data sets  
 

Identify and describe factors and multiples of whole 
numbers and use them to solve problems 
Use estimation and rounding to check the reasonableness 
of answers to calculations 
Solve problems involving multiplication of large numbers 
by one or two digit numbers using efficient mental, 
written strategies and appropriate digital technologies 
Solve problems involving division by a one digit number, 
including those that result in a remainder 
Use efficient mental and written strategies and apply 
appropriate digital technologies to solve problems 

Choose appropriate units of measurement for length, 
area, volume, capacity and mass 
 
Calculate the perimeter and area of rectangles using 
familiar metric units  
 
Compare 12 and  24 hour time systems and convert 
between them 
 

List outcomes of chance experiments involving equally 
likely outcomes and represent probabilities of those 
outcomes using fractions  
 
Recognise that probabilities range from 0 to 1  
 
 

Fractions and Decimals Shape Data Representation  and Interpretation 

Compare and order common unit fractions and locate and 
represent them on a number line  
 

Investigate strategies to solve problems involving addition 
and subtraction of fractions with the same denominator 
 

Recognise that the place value system can be extended 
beyond hundredths  
 

Compare, order and represent decimals  

 Connect three dimensional objects with their nets and 
other two dimensional representations. 

Pose questions and collect categorical or numerical data 
by observation or survey  
 
Construct displays, including column graphs, dot plots and 
tables, appropriate for data type, with and without the 
use of digital technologies  
 
Describe and interpret different data sets in context  

Money and Financial Mathematics Location and Transformation 

Create simple financial plans 
 

Use a grid reference system to describe locations. 
Describe routes using landmarks and directional language 
Describe translations, reflections and rotations of two 
dimensional shapes. Identify line and rotational 
symmetries  
Apply the enlargement transformation to familiar two 
dimensional shapes and explore the properties of the 
resulting image compared with the original 
 

Patterns and Algebra Geometric Reasoning 

Describe, continue and create patterns with fractions, 
decimals and whole numbers resulting from 
addition and subtraction 
Use equivalent number sentences involving multiplication 
and division to find unknown quantities 

Estimate, measure and compare angles using degrees.  
Construct angles using a protractor 
 

Achievement Standard 

Knowledge and Understanding Skills 
By the end of Year 5, students solve simple problems involving the four operations using a range of strategies. They 
check the reasonableness of answers using estimation and rounding. Students identify and describe factors and 
multiples. They explain plans for simple budgets. Students connect three dimensional objects with their two 
dimensional representations. They describe transformations of two dimensional shapes and identify line and rotational 
symmetry. Students compare and interpret different data sets. 
. 

Students order decimals and unit fractions and locate them on number lines. They add and subtract fractions with the 
same denominator. Students continue patterns by adding and subtracting fractions and decimals. They find unknown 
quantities in number sentences. They use appropriate units of measurement for length, area, volume, capacity and 
mass, and calculate perimeter and area of rectangles. They convert between 12 and 24 hour time. Students use a grid 
reference system to locate landmarks. They measure and construct different angles. Students list outcomes of chance 
experiments with equally likely outcomes and assign probabilities between 0 and 1. Students pose questions to gather 
data, and construct data displays appropriate for the data 
 



It can be hard to imagine how any form of life could survive in the extreme 

temperatures and dryness of a desert environment. Yet even in such places an 

amazing diversity of plants and animals can still be found. Their behaviours and 

physical features have adapted so that they can not only survive, but thrive 

under these conditions.  

The Desert survivors unit provides an opportunity for students to explore some 

of the physical and behavioural features of desert plants and animals and to 

compare them with plants and animals that live in other environments. They 

pose questions and develop evidence-based claims supported by their reasoning. 

Through hands-on activities, students investigate how the features of desert 

plants and animals help them to survive in their own natural environment 

Year 5 Science Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What would our lives be without light? We need it to see everything we do in 

every moment of the day. We rely on light to read a book, cross the street, 

admire artwork, watch the sunset and look into faces. Light plays a role in some 

of our most sophisticated technology. It enables us to play music from a CD or 

record movies. High-speed optical cable is used in our communications.  

The Light shows unit provides opportunities for students to explore the 

properties of light and how it enables us to see. StudeƴǘǎΩ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ 

and its role in our lives and our community will be developed using hands-on 

activities. Through investigations students explain how objects reflect, absorb 

and refract light, and how we can use light to meet our needs 

Physical Sciences- Light Fantastic  

Biological Sciences ς Desert Survivors  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Matter is all around us. It can be as small as the particles that make up the tiniest cell in 

our skin or as large as the whole galaxy. Anything that takes up space and has mass is 

called matter. The matter that we experience every day and the matter that we are 

made of is only a tiny fraction of the matter that exists in the universe. By investigating 

and understanding matter, scientists are able to find out more about the universe and 

its possibilities. 

In this unit, students explore the properties of solids, liquids and gases, and plan and 

conduct an investigation of how the properties of materials change with temperature. 

Chemical Sciences ς ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǘǘŜǊΚ  

Humans have always looked with wonder at the movement of celestial 

bodies in the sky. We have used its rhythms to define our days, our 

months and our years. Not only have we defined time by these patterns, 

we learned to navigate using their predictable motions. Scientists have 

used observations of the day and night sky to understand our place in 

Space. With the advance of technology, astronomers seek answers to 

the big questions in life, such as the origins of the Universe and the 

existence of life on other planets. 

It provides opportunities for students to explore how the patterns in the 

sky relate to days, months ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 

observation and models can be used to shape ideas and understandings 

is developed through hands-on activities and student-planned 

investigations. 

Earth Sciences ς 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {ǇŀŎŜ 


